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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5902

Passed Legislature - 2005 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on International Trade & Econom c Devel opnent
(originally sponsored by Senators Eide, Shin, Zarelli, Doumt,
Rasnussen and Pfl uQ)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 25/ 05.

AN ACT Relating to small business and entrepreneurial devel opnent;
creating a new section; and maki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that small
t echnol ogy-based firnms are the source of approximately one-half of the
econony's mgj or innovations and that it is in the interest of the state
to increase participation by Washi ngton state small businesses in the
federal small business innovation research program by assisting themin
becom ng smal |l busi ness innovation research program grant recipients.

The |l egislature further finds that many smal | business innovators
| ack the grant-writing skills necessary to prepare a successful snall
busi ness i nnovation research program proposal, and the federal program
that funded grant-witing assistance has stopped operations. Near |y
fifty percent of small businesses trained under the federal program won
grants conpared to | ess than ten percent of those that did not receive
trai ni ng.

(2) As used in this section:

(a) "Small business innovation research prograni neans the program
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enacted pursuant to the small business innovation devel opnment act of
1982, P.L. 97-219, that provided funds to small businesses to conduct
i nnovative research having conmercial application.

(b) "Small business” neans a corporation, partnership, sole
proprietorship, or individual, operating a business for profit, wth
two hundred fifty enpl oyees or fewer, including enployees enployed in
a subsidiary or affiliated corporation, that otherwise neets the
requi rements of the federal snall business innovation research program

(3) The Washington technology center shall establish a small
busi ness innovation research assistance program including a proposal
review process, to train and assi st Washi ngton small businesses to win
phase | small business innovation research program awards.

(a) The Washington technology center shall give priority to
first-tinme small business innovation research program applicants, new
busi nesses, and firnms with fewer than ten enpl oyees.

(b) The Washington technology center may charge a fee for this
servi ce.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. The sumof forty-five thousand dollars, or
as much thereof as nay be necessary, is appropriated for the biennium
ending June 30, 2007, from the general fund to the departnent of
comunity, trade, and econom c devel opnent for the purposes of section
1 of this act.

Passed by the Senate March 14, 2005.

Passed by the House April 20, 2005.

Approved by the Governor May 10, 2005.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 10, 2005.
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